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CONCLUSIONS 

 

This research examined the viability of “green remittances” as a financing 
mechanism for off-grid renewable energy projects in developing countries, 
addressing the global challenge of energy poverty. Through multiple case 
studies in Haiti, Bolivia, and African solar companies (Easy Solar, Umlilo 
Energy, and SolarPipo), the study assessed the types of diaspora finance, 
business models, and the scalability of initiatives. Findings reveal that 
diaspora remittances can serve as complementary resources but are 
insufficient as the primary financial source for renewable energy projects. 
Successful examples, such as the Haiti project, demonstrated that 
remittances could support energy access when integrated with commercial 
investments, while failures, such as the Bolivia project, were primarily due to 
inadequate market assessment, project management, and contextual factors 
rather than financing methods. Business models varied from isolated stand-
alone systems to interactive micro-grids, with their effectiveness shaped by 
consumer purchasing power, local partnerships, and geographic focus. 
Bottlenecks identified include building trust among diaspora investors, limited 
digital literacy, dispersed diaspora populations, marketing costs, and 
insufficient distribution networks in rural areas. 

 

Policy recommendations emphasize adopting a blended finance approach 
that integrates diaspora remittances with commercial investments, local 
cooperatives, microfinance institutions, and programmatic support. 
Establishing professional marketing partnerships targeting diaspora 
communities can strengthen trust, engagement, and awareness, while 
enhancing local distribution networks ensures accessibility for remote 
populations. Differentiating diaspora investors based on financial capacity can 
optimize project design, enabling stand-alone systems for individual 
households and larger-scale mini-grids through direct investment or 
philanthropy. Moreover, digitalization and innovative collective financing 
mechanisms, such as crowdfunding and cooperative models, can unlock 
untapped diaspora potential for renewable energy deployment. 

 

Overall, this study demonstrates that green remittances are a viable, though 
complementary, financing strategy for promoting renewable energy projects 
in developing countries. By addressing financial, logistical, and trust-related 
barriers and aligning initiatives with local needs, policymakers and 
practitioners can leverage diaspora resources to accelerate off-grid 
electrification, support sustainable energy access, and contribute to achieving 
SDG 7, ultimately fostering inclusive and climate-resilient development. 

     
     METHODOLOGY 

The author applies a multiple case study approach to examine the feasibility 
of “green remittances” as a financial mechanism for renewable energy 
projects. The method enables comparative analysis across diverse contexts 
to capture complex stakeholder interactions, ensure data 
comprehensiveness, and identify success and failure patterns. Three case 
studies were selected based on data accessibility and thematic similarity: the 
RemitEnergy projects in Haiti and Bolivia, and African solar companies 
(Umlilo Energy, Easy Solar, and SolarPipo). Data were gathered through 
document reviews and ten semi-structured online interviews with project 
implementers and partners. This qualitative approach facilitated triangulation, 
narrative reconstruction, and practical policy insights despite data and access 
limitations. 

 
RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

 
Main question: 
To what extent is the “Green Remittances” a viable method to finance 
renewable energy projects in developing countries?  
Sub questions:  
What are the attributes of different actors’ interaction (the business 
models) in “Green Remittances” projects?  
What are the bottlenecks for these projects to be successful?  
What are the actors’ evaluations of strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, 
and threats of these projects? 

 
INTRODUCTION 

This research explores the global challenge of energy poverty within the 
framework of Sustainable Development Goal 7 (SDG 7), which seeks 
universal access to affordable, reliable, and sustainable energy by 2030. 
Despite progress, 775 million people remain without electricity, and 2.5 
billion rely on traditional fuels, mostly in rural Africa and Asia. Expanding 
national grids is costly, making decentralized renewable solutions such as 
mini-grids more practical. However, limited public and private financing 
restricts progress. The study highlights remittances—stable financial 
inflows exceeding development aid—as a potential funding source for 
renewable energy access. It examines how remittances shape energy use, 
the willingness of diaspora communities to invest collectively, and lessons 
from existing renewable-based projects to bridge the energy access gap. 

The analysis explores how remittances can contribute to renewable 
energy access through comparative examination of RemitEnergy 
projects in Haiti and Bolivia, and African solar companies. Two main 
implementation models emerged: the “architecture phase,” focused on 
designing financial and institutional frameworks for channeling 
remittances into clean energy, and the “operational phase,” where 
diaspora-linked companies directly provide solar products and 
services. Findings show that while both models demonstrate the 
potential of remittance-driven initiatives, their sustainability depends on 
local partnerships, trust networks, and supportive regulation. Interviews 
revealed high community interest but challenges in scaling due to 
limited financial literacy, weak coordination, and policy gaps. Overall, 
green remittances present a promising yet underutilized mechanism for 
financing decentralized renewable energy solutions. 
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