
Retroduction

Theoretical framework to investigate
conflict over the definition of ‘neo-
colonialism: 

Neocolonialism: continuation of
colonial power structures and
relationship in a new form
Hegemony: allows for analysis of
how definitions of neo-colonialism
compete for dominance

Discourse analysis

Method: Laclau and Mouffe’s

discourse theory, operationalised

as the Logics Approach to ‘map’

discourses and their construction

Data: Interviews with European

and African NGOs, activists, and

experts, and document analysis

 

Problematisation 

Russia’s invasion  prompted Germany to

announce a gas partnership with

Senegal in 2022

This prompted accusations of ‘neo-

colonialism’ from both sides of the

debate: Germany was neo-colonial for

either exploiting Senegal’s resources, or

not respecting its right to develop 

Question
How can the different accusations of neo-

colonialism in the context of the potential gas

partnership between Germany and Senegal be

addressed to contribute to the goal of equitably

LFFU? 

Four discourses
Energy security (Germany and EU); Climate

protection (European civil society); Right to

Development (Senegal and AU); Don’t Gas Africa

(African civi society) 

The contestation over the concept of neo-

colonialism points to the opportunity for a

more nuanced LFFU stance - one that

integrates the concerns of both sides of the

debate

Only in the Don’t Gas Africa discourse is

climate action possible in a context that

is pre-committed to decolonial struggles

for North / South equality

In the interest of equitably LFFU, this

neo-colonial critique is hence the only

one that may be able to integrate the

concerns of all the discourses about an

‘equal’ partnership between Germany

and Senegal 
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Deconstructing Neo-Colonialism:


