Abstract

False SOlUtiOnS: HOW fOSSil fuel This paper formalises and operationalises the concept of false

solutions through Gramsci’'s theory of hegemony and incumbent

Companles reprOduce thelr Power strategies, in particular the concept of trasformismo. Extending

neo-Gramscian theory, we develop a model of how power is
throu h the ener transltlon reinforced and reproduced across three domains—ideas,
g gy institutions, and infrastructures. Using 48 environmental conflict

cases from the EJAtlas, we code and analyse the mechanisms
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Our study shows how fossil fuel incumbents deploy false solutions to integrate
their oil and gas infrastructures with key economic sectors, forming a cohesive
block that maintains their hegemony amid pressures to decarbonise.

These strategies reinforce institutional and ideological power by promoting a
“part of the solution” discourse that protects incumbents’ socio-political
licence and extends global dependency on fossil fuel companies.

At the same time, EJOs expose how these false solutions entrench extraction
rather than mitigate climate change, revealing key vulnerabilities in
incumbent strategies.

~

Figure 3: Map of all socioecological conflicts analysed in the study



