
70%
Climate Litigation

Cases
Historical
Emissions

5.3%

K
n
o
w
l
e
d
g
e

G
a
p
s

HOW DO CONTEXTUAL FACTORS
IN PRIVATE CLIMATE LITIGATION

AGAINST FOSSIL FUEL
CORPORATIONS CONTRIBUTE TO

LEAVING FOSSIL FUELS
UNDERGROUND?

Number of Cases Against FF Companies Per Country 

Corporate Misconduct/Deception

Tort Law Violation/Civil Liability

Specific Non-Compliance

Procedural Violation

Human-Rights Violation

Environmental Damage & Harm

Legal Duty Violation

Moral Norm Violation

Other Violation

...corporation misled public/other party through false or deceptive information

...corporation caused harm or unreasonable risk, leading to liability

...corporation violated specific climate agreement, treaty, law, etc.

...corporation did not follow proper procedures, standards, etc.

...corporation violated protected human rights through climate-related impacts

...corporation directly harmed or failed to protect the environment

...corporation violated a corporate duty (fiduciary duty, duty of care/vigilance, etc.)

...corporation violated social/ethical norms with climate-related behaviour

Miscellaneous Argumentation

What body of literature has
been constructed on PCL?

What current trends do we
observe in PCL against FF
corporations?

How can we improve our
understanding of PCL against
FF corporations with
observed, cross-regional
trends?

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

ANALYSIS

Typology of PCL Cases Against Fossil Fuel Corporations

CONCLUSIONS

Contextual Trends in PCL against Fossil Fuel Corporations

No Observed ‘Human Rights-Turn'
in PCL Against FF Corporations

Procedural Violations Often Raised
in Fossil Fuel-Dependant Countries

Low & steady number of
yearly cases

Recent decisions might
initiate change

Lack of access in many
African regions inhibits
climate cases

2019 Queensland
Human Rights Act saw
immediate use

Less tedious to file than
other types of claims

Often violations in EIA
standards

Access to Justice Increased
Number of Cases Filed

Policy Recommendations

1 Invest in higher Access to Justice, especially
in marginalized communities

Increase disclosure regulations with regards
to climate-related impacts

Establish research into formation of societal
climate fund
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REFERENCES 

Case StudyMappingLiterature Review Interviews

Global Perspective Local Understanding

METHODOLOGY
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Trends in PCL against fossil 
fuel companies across 
geographies

‘Determinants of Success’

Broader Impacts of PCL 
on LFFU

225 reviewed articles 10 global maps 161 cases 8 interviews

Analysis of global climate cases against fossil fuel corporations, supported by
global literature and local knowledge

83
35
17
15
6
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North-America
Europe
Oceania
South-America
Asia
Africa

Number of Cases Filed per
Region

Number of Cases Filed per
Argument Type

73
46
38
31
12
9
6
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Corporate Misconduct/Deception
Tort Law Violation/Civil Liability
Specific Non-Compliance
Procedural Violation
Human-Rights Violation
Environmental Damage & Harm
Legal Duty Violation
Moral Norm Violation
Other Violation

Arguments claiming that....


