SHEDDING LIGHT ON THE FOSSIL
FUEL INDUSTRY IN THE
EURCPEAN PARLIAMENT

Do EU lobbying measures empower the fossil fuel (FF) indu
yes, what solutions can be implemented to mitigate this influence and

disempower the industry?
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INTRODUCTION

Background: The focus is on the discrepancies
within transparency measures and their impact
on the influence of fossil fuel (FF) lobbies on
EU climate policies implemented in the last
mandate (2019-2024). This research
investigates whether these legislative gaps
have bolstered the power of FF lobbies within
EU policymaking.

Importance: This study is crucial for
understanding how transparency measures can
be manipulated to favor specific industry
lobbies, potentially undermining environmental
sustainability goals. It contributes to the
literature by addressing gaps in empirical
research on the effectiveness of transparency
measures in curbing undue industry influence.

ECTIVE RESULTS

Purpose: To evaluate the role of EU transparency Findings: The research highlights that
measures in shaping the influence of FF lobbies current transparency measures, including
on climate policy and to identify potential the Transparency Register, Code of
legislative reforms to mitigate this influence Conduct, and the Rules of Procedure of

the European Parliament, often fails to
METHODOLOGY limit the influence of well-resourced FF

Research Design: Empirical analysis through lObb_'eSj .These lObb'?S explc?lt leg|slat|v.e
qualitative interviews and policy analysis. The ambIQU|t|e§, leveraging  their economic
study investigates three main discrepancies in the and social resources to enhance
transparency measures: lack of control, exclusion credibility and influence over MEPs.

from registration requirements, and the revolving

door phenomenon.

Tools and Data: Data were collected from

interviews  with  stakeholders, analysis of

Transparency Register entries, and policy

documents. The study utilizes Dir (2008)’s

process-tracing method to link transparency

measures with FF lobbying influence.

ANALYSIS

Key Points:

-FF lobbies appear more credible due to their
ability to meet the Transparency Register's
requirements and due to the double-standard
applied to them.

-Exclusion of certain groups (i.e. national
representations, certain law firms) from
registration allows FF lobbies to use
intermediaries, facilitating undue influence.
The revolving door phenomenon enables a
flow of influence between MEPs and FF
lobbies, raising concerns about policy
integrity.

- AI11a!

The Revolving Door seemed to
Only 9,5% of the NGOs, scrutinised by have had a direct impact on the
the present study, disclosed full Methane Emissions Reduction as
information on their fundings in the one of the shadow rapporteurs
Transparency Register was a coal miner.

Unregulated authoritarian states
with large fossil fuel industries
threaten the European Parliament
with undue influence and
interference.

CONCLUSION

Key Findings:

1.Legislative Ambiguities Benefit FF Lobbies:
The lack of stringent transparency
requirements and enforcement mechanisms
allows FF lobbies to disproportionately
influence climate policy.

2.Need for Legislative Reform:

To reduce the undue influence of FF lobbies,
reforms in transparency measures are
necessary, including stricter disclosure
requirements and better enforcement.
Implications:

These findings suggest a pressing need for
legislative reforms to ensure that EU climate
policies are not disproportionately shaped by
FF lobbies. This could include enhancing the
scope and enforcement of the Transparency
Register and revising the Code of Conduct to
cover all forms of lobbying activities.

Related literature * * >
1.Ammann, M. (2021). Challenges in Transparency and Accountability *

in the European Parliament. -+

2.European Parliament (2023b). The Role of Transparency
Legislation in EU Policy-making.

3.Jones, L. (2023). Effects of Revolving Door Phenomenon on EU
Climate Policy.

4.Korkea-aho, E. (2021). Legislative Discrepancies and Lobbying in
the EU: A Critical Analysis.

5.Silva, E. (2018). Transparency and Integrity in the European
Parliament: An Ongoing Challenge.

*




